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Census Report on Canning and Preserving in 1927 


The Census Bureau has issued its report on the biennial 
census of canning and preserving in 1927, covering the produc- 
tion of canned and dried fruits and vegetables and pickles, jel- 
lies, preserves and sauces. The output of these products in 1927 
amounted to $552,894,510, as compared with $606,939,718 in 
1925, a decrease of 8.9 per cent. 


The total production in 1927 was made up as follows: 
Canned vegetables and soups, 97,355,699 cases, valued at $234,- 
259,659; canned fruits, 27,564,341 cases, $101,730,609; dried 
fruits, 1,012,795,660 pounds, $64,167,036; dried and dehydrated 
vegetables, 200,180 pounds, $80,584; pickles, sauces, etc., $114,- 
974,229; preserves, jellies, and jams, $37,682,393. 

Of the 2,436 establishments in the industry reporting for 
1927, 311 were located in California, 288 in Maryland, 229 in 
New York, 155 in Wisconsin, 137 in Indiana, 108 in Illinois, 98 in 
Ohio, 83 in Pennsylvania, 79 in Missouri, 78 in Maine, 66 in 
Michigan, 61 in Washington, 59 in Delaware, 58 in New Jersey, 
55 in Oregon, 54 in Iowa, 35 in Minnesota, 32 in Massachusetts, 
30 in Utah, and 28 in Kentucky, and the remaining 397 were 
distributed throughout 26 other states. In 1925 the industry 
was represented by 2,403 establishments. 

The Association plans to issue a bulletin containing these 
figures along with similar statistics on canned milk and canned 
fish, as soon as they become available. 
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Navy Seeks Bids on Canned Prunes 

The Bureau of Supplies and Accounts of the Navy Depart- 
ment is asking for bids, to be opened May 28, on canned prunes, 
37,000 pounds for delivery at Brooklyn, 72,000 pounds at Hamp- 
ton Roads, 200,000 pounds at Mare Island, and 159,000 pounds 
at Bremerton. An alternative bid for delivery of the entire 
468,000 pounds at Mare Island is also asked. Copies of schedule 
601 on which to submit bids may be obtained from the Navy De- 
partment at Washington. 


Truck Crop Markets 

Shipments of the principal fruits and vegetables during the 
week ended March 9 were 1,600 cars lighter than the week be- 
fore, totaling only 16,415 cars of 24 products, according to the 
U. S. Market News Service. 

Movement of northwestern apples was exceptionally active 
during the latter part of February, in order to get the fruit out 
of storage before March, and shipments of early March were less 
than half as heavy as those of the last week of February. 
Oranges, grapefruit and lettuce also registered material de- 
creases. Sweet potato shipments dropped to 235 cars for the 
week. Florida strawberry movement decreased to 215 cars, but 
was still 100 greater than a year ago. Cauliflower shipments 
were rather heavy, with a total of 350 cars. Spinach output in- 
creased slightly to 490 cars from Texas and 20 from other sec- 
tions. 

Only 30 carloads of cabbage left western New York points, 
but Texas output increased to 640 and Florida shipped 340 cars. 
The spring season also opened in Mississippi. Spring cabbage 
acreage in seven second-early States is now estimated at 29,200, 
compared with 21,330 acres last season. These are the heaviest 
plantings recorded in the past six years. 

War in Mexico seems to be cutting off the supply of toma- 
toes. An embargo on freight traffic along the Mexican West 
Coast may be one reason for imports dropping to 70 cars last 
week, while Cuba sent only 35 carloads of tomatoes. Some Mexi- 
can tomatoes are moving to Los Angeles by boat. The movement 
from Florida continued active and totaled 305 cars, as against 
65 during the same period last season. 

Asparagus shipments from the Delta region of northern 
California were greatly delayed this year. Light movement by 
express began on February 22, but the first two carloads did not 
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roll until the past week. A limited number of crates has also 
been forwarded from the Georgia-South Carolina area. 


CARLOT SHIPMENTS 


Totalthis ‘Total last Total 

season to last 
Mar. 10 season 
Apples, total 45,855 93,004 
Kastern states 41.052 46415 
Western states 45,008 
2,878 


24,0838 


27 
Spina 62 
Strawberries 1.174 
String beans 1,068 


2.072 
4.764 


Cuba Seeks to Improve Quality of Vegetable Exports 


In reporting that exports of Cuban vegetables to the United 
States from last November up to February 15, 1929, totaled 
19,861,000 pounds as against 18,518,000 pounds for the four 
months ending with February, 1928, the American consul at 
Havana states that the Cuban government is showing an in- 
creasing interest in the development of the vegetable industry, 
heretofore considered as a minor crop, and experiments are be- 
ing carried on with a view to improving quality. 

Encouragement is also being given to improving the grad- 
ing and packing methods. Up to this time the matter of classi- 
fying vegetables has been left largely to the individual shippers, 
but this year the Cuban Bureau of Vegetable Sanitation has been 
carrying on a campaign with a view to bringing about improve- 
ments in packing and grading. 


Pacific Coast Salmon Pack in 1928 
The Bureau of Fisheries has issued preliminary statistics 
on the Pacific Coast salmon pack for 1928, showing the pack by 
regions, varieties, and kind of container. According to these 
statistics the total pack in Alaska, the Pacific Coast States, Brit- 
ish Columbia, and Siberia amounted to 10,435,404 cases of 48 


Cabbage: 
1920 season .......... one O18 433 5.506 38,246 
1928 season .......... 235 57,000 90,067 
Carrots: 
1929 season .......... 215 217 202 3.615 2.081 7.918 
1028 season .......... as an 7 7.413 6.852 
Green peas: 
30 28 soo ous 4,681 
6600008 07 108 ob ONT 
Mixed vegetables: 
4 is 25 i20 200 aon 
Peppers: 
470 8,568 
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10,583 
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one-pound cans. The following table shows the pack by varie- 
ties in Alaska, the Pacific Coast States, and British Columbia: 

British 

Coast States Columbia Total 

King or Chinook . 242,867 18,801 $55,017 

or Sockeye 048, 73,204 200,502 2,280,800 

Coho or Silver 152,187 150,657 OO1,417 

Humpback or Pink 787, 6,101 702,372 8,585,715 

Chum 300,536 863,240 2,168,551 

Steelhead 10,058 10,045 


The pack in Siberia amounted to 1,472,969 cases, of which 


939,216 were Reds, 84,791 were Cohos, 439,606 were Humpback, 
and 9,353 were Chums. 


Tested Recipes Available 


A new series of tested recipes for the use of canned foods 
has been compiled by the Association's Director of Home Eco- 
nomics, copies of which are available to members of the Associa- 
tion for use either on labels or in booklets. 


Cold Storage Holdings of Fruits on March 1 


The holdings of fruit in cold storage on March 1, as report- 
ed by the Bureau of Agricultural Economics, were as follows: 


Mareh 1, 1929 March 1, 1928 


6,000 
Frozen and preserved fruits (pounds). 53,315,000 
Class From Hotel Training School Visits Laboratory 
A class from the Lewis Hotel Training School in Washing- 
ton visited the Association's laboratory during the week. Mem- 
bers of the class were much interested in seeing the canning 


equipment and in hearing the discussion of the work of the As- 
sociation by members of the staff. 


Reduction of Japanese Luxury Tariff Duties Proposed 

The Japanese Tariff Investigating Committee is considering 
a bill, to be submitted to the Diet for immediate action, provid- 
ing for a reduction of the luxury import duty of 100 per cent ad 
valorem on 20 items enumerated in the so-called luxury tariff 
law, including preserved fruits, jellies, cocoa, cheese, lacquer, 
japanned or enamelled leather (except black enamelled leather), 


6,083,908 842,003 2,035,620 5,062,485 
4 
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firearms, and sporting goods, according to a cablegram received 
by the Department of Commerce from the commercial attache 
at Tokyo. 


Norway Establishes Export Price Control for Canned Foods 


The price council of the Norwegian canning industry held its 
first meetings in Stavanger from January 28 to 31, according to 
information contained in the Norwegian Journal of Commerce 
and Shipping. It is reported that price regulations within the 
export branch of canned foods had found general approval of 
the industry, and the new regulations consequently became effec- 
tive February 5. 

The price council established a minimum price for smoked 
and unsmoked sardines of sild, and kippered herring, sardines 
and tomato sauce and fresh herrings. The council also estab- 
lished the production quantity for kipper products for this year 
and distributed the orders among manufacturers who have de- 
cided to participate in the packing. 

A special article in the above mentioned paper also stated 
that the establishment of price council within the industry will 
afford packers an opportunity to concentrate on quality produc- 
tion, now that price competition has been partly eliminated. 


! 
Slides Used to Illustrate Lectures by Director of Home 


Economics 
The Director of Home Economics has recently had occasion 
to give several lectures on canned foods which were illustrated 
by slides, showing the progress of the food through the canning 
plant. The slides have proved very interesting to audiences, and 
will be an asset in the work of the Home Economics Department. 


Report Available on Sardine Market in Egypt 


A comprehensive report on the market for sardines in Egypt 
has been received by the Department of Commerce from the 
commercial attache at Cairo. Copies of the report may be ob- 
tained by interested American firms upon application to the De- 
partment of Commerce or to any of its district or cooperative 
offices. 


Study on Canned Corn, Pea and Tomato Costs and Distrubtion 
Published 


The manufacture and distribution of tomatoes, sweet corn, 
and peas in Maryland is the subject of a comprehensive and de- 
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tailed report by W. J. Hart of the staff of the Agricultural Ex- 
periment Station at College Park, Md., which has just been pub- 
lished by the University of Maryland. 


The study on which the report is based was made under the 
direction of Dr. S. H. DeVault, head of the Department of Agri- 
cultural Economics of the University of Maryland, who pre- 
sented some of the phases of this study in his address before the 
Corn Section meeting at the Chicago convention. 


The period covered in the study includes the years 1925, 
1926 and 1927. There is first discussed the position and scope 
of the canning industry in Maryland, and this is followed by a 
detailed statement of the costs of manufacture based upon actual 
records of canners who cooperated in the survey. There is a 
summary of data on earnings in the industry, and a very inter- 
esting discussion of the distribution of Maryland canned foods. 
The last named is one of the first studies of its kind on canned 
foods and contains data that will be of interest not only to Mary- 
land canners, but to canners in all parts of the country. : 

The section of the report dealing with the consumption of 
canned foods presents interesting information as to the relative 
amount of Maryland packed foods used in that State, and the 
relative importance of standards and grades in determining 
purchases. 

The publication is listed as bulletin No. 301, and copies can 
be obtained upon request to the Agricultural Experiment Station 
at College Park, Md. 


Bulletin on Cherry Pruning Available 


A report on experiments concluded at the Geneva, N. Y.., 
Experiment Station on the pruning and fertilizing of sour cher- 
ries has been issued, and is available upon application to that 
station. 


Swiss Market for Canned Fruits and Vegetables 


Swiss imports of canned fruit in 1928 totaled 1,332 tons, as 
against 1,806 tons the previous year, accérding to a report from 
the office of the American commercial attache at Berne. The de- 
cline in imports is attributed in part to difficulties that foreign 
exports encountered in the new Swiss regulation as to the word- 
ing and size of letters on the tin wrappers. In 1928 United 
States supplied 288 tons as compared with 132 tons in 1927. 


Canned vegetable imports into Switzerland totaled 1,786 tons 
in 1928, against 1,267 tons in 1927. Home canning of vegetables 
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is not so well developed in Switzerland as fruit canning, and the 
vegetable trade is expected to increase. The United States leads 
in the canned vegetable trade, having furnished 650 tons of the 
imports in 1928 and 600 tons in 1927. 


South African Crayfish Canners Organize 


For the protection of the crayfish industry and for the pur- 
pose of stabilizing selling prices, a company called the “South 
African Lobster Canners Association Limited” was registered 
in Pretoria recently, according to information received by the 
Department of Commerce. Provision is also made for contribu- 
tions by the Association towards physiological or raw products 
research in the crayfish canning industry, for improvements in 
canning technology and for chemical and bacteriological research. 


Italian Exports of Cherries in Brine 


During 1928 over seven million pounds of cherries in brine 
valued at $989,447 were exported from the Genoa district in 
Italy to the United States, as compared with about four million 
pounds valued at $435,216 during 1927, and eight million pounds 
valued at $848,106 during 1926. 


The estimated production for the whole of Italy in 1928 is 


38,000 barrels, which, with a carry-over of about 10,000 barrels 
from the previous season, made total stocks of 48,000 barrels. 
Of this total about 10,000 to 12,000 barrels were exported to 
France and England, the remaining going mostly to the United 
States. Owing to only a two-thirds crop in Italy and a smaller 
crop in France, there is likely to be a shortage, and it is believed 
that prices will rule higher during 1929. 


Fisheries Bureau to Issue 1928 Statistical Report 

The Bureau of Fisheries will publish this month a complete 
satistical bulletin giving the production during 1928 of all fish- 
ery products and by-products of the United States and Alaska. 
Following are preliminary data on canned oysters, shrimp, and 
alewife products released by the Bureau in advance of the publi- 
cation of the complete bulletin. 

Oysters: In 1928 oysters were reported canned at 62 plants 
(7 more than in 1927) along the south Atlantic and Gulf coasts. 
The output of these plants amounted to 503,952 standard cases 
of forty-eight 5-ounce cans, valued at $2,760,576. This is an in- 
crease of 13 per cent in quantity and 17 per cent in value as com- 
pared with the previous year, and is above the average for the 
period 1921 to 1927. 
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Shrimp: In 1928 shrimp were reported canned at 71 plants 
(the same number were operated in 1927) along the south At- 
lantic and Gulf coasts of the United States. Their total pack 
amounted to 851,831 standard cases of forty-eight No. 1 cans 
(5-ounce cans, dry pack, and 544-ounce cans, wet pack), valued 
at $5,181,547. This is a decrease of less than 1 per cent in quan- 
tity and 3 per cent in value, compared with the pack for 1927, 
but is still one of the largest packs during the period 1921 to 
1928. 

Alewife products: In 1928 there were 28 canneries (18 
less than in 1927) reported as canning alewives and alewife roe. 
These were located in the states of Maryland, Virginia and North 
Carolina. Their output consisted of 50,674 standard cases of 
canned alewives, valued at $150,878, and 56,392 cases of alewife 
roe, valued at $288,592, making a total of 107,066 standard cases 
of forty-eight 1-pound cans valued at a total of $439,470. Con- 
sidering the total production there was an increase of 61 per 
cent in quantity and 39 per cent in value as compared with the 
previous year. This is greater in both quantity and value than 
the production of any year from 1921 to 1927. 


Business Conditions 


Commercial transaction during the week ended March 9, as 
indicated by check payments, was greater than in either the pre- 
ceding week or the corresponding period of 1928, according to 
the weekly statement of the Department of Commerce. Freight- 
car loadings covering the latest week for which data are avail- 
able showed a gain over the corresponding period of the previ- 
ous year. 

The general index of wholesale prices showed a fractional 
decline from the previous week, but was higher than a year ago. 
Loans and discounts of Federal reserve member banks showed 
further expansion as compared with both the preceding week 
and the same period a year ago. Interest rates on call loans 
averaged higher than in either period. 


CAR LOADINGS 


Total Miscellaneous 
076,087 365,707 
week week, 059,563 352,600 


Merchandise 
L. C. L. Other 
255,587 855,743 
226,630 854,783 
260,474 576,400 
: 


